Theory in Action: A Progressive, Comedic Lens on Communication in Crisis

What “scene of communication” will this conference generate?  If we believe that communication is in crisis, why not utilize the mass media to disseminate the message?  Is communication only in crisis for intellectuals or is there applicability to the world in which we live?  Are we inventing crises or representing those with intersubjective and material existence outside of our own minds?  We could, perhaps, find out by inviting an external, uncontrollable lens to interpret us - our work and passions, our concerns and analyses.  Can we risk the actual juxtaposition and interaction of theoretical frameworks and real media?  This project asks us to conceive of the conference itself as a form of social action.  By so doing, we might invent a new method and a corpus of material for further investigation.

How:

1. Personnel selected by the Conference Organizing Committee.

2. Approval - Campus Administration (publicity)

3. Approval - Mark Crispin Miller

4. Invite The Daily Show

Suggested conditions:

· They pay for their expenses. They get content.

· They honor a coding system for consent.

5. Conference presenters are informed in advance of the possibility of being televised.  

6. Conference attendees are given a choice of name badges: 

· RED = NO, don’t film me. (No consent.)

· GREEN = YES, I consent to being filmed.   (No guarantee.) 

7. Human Subjects Review application and permission secured, consent forms completed by all – both Red and Green Badgers.

