“Peace takes more guts.”

~ attributed to Rolls

Vigils 

by Annmarie Sauer

 

 

2005 could well become an American summer of discontent, gathering people in small and big cities for vigils in support of Cindy Sheehan, the Gold Star mother who lost her son and touched our heart and conscience and who has become the face of the present day peace movement. All she wants is to know why her son Casey had to die in Iraq and she wants to hear it from the President himself. She also wants to tell him that the dying and killing should stop, that no mother, American or Iraqi, should have to go through what she has. In his jaded arrogance the President only says that he has heard all the arguments before and that he needs to take care of his own life, zooming off on his motorbike for a little fun and recreation.

 

In about 1500 localities candle light vigils were held. So too in the Locomotive Park in Kingman, talking about the criminal insanity of war and this war in particular. Since the idea to organize these demonstrations came up only two days ago, it is remarkable that even in ‘difficult’ towns such as Kingman there were people out there with signs and candles. The host for this event was Kellie Russell who found courage and inspiration in what happened in Bolivia where Jim Schulz’s Bolivian democratic Center rallied the people to stand up against their government. “I thought, that is it!” she says, ”Let’s take back our government, let’s take back our rights. Let’s impeach Bush, Cheney, Rumsfeld and even Condy.”

 

Kellie has been following Moveon.org for two years on the net, which has proved to be an excellent tool, not only to organize the population, but also to know what really goes on. Some of the women present are e-mailing with Iraqi families; they know from personal correspondence how the Iraqis feel about the American presence in their country. They know what goes on in Baghdad and its morgues where the innocents and children lay. Kelly is right: we all have to refuse to be quiet. She gave every one at this anti-war demonstration a place to voice his or her feelings. The people who showed up talked and are happy that they are less alone than they thought. And most of us would have been here even if it would have been only a handful of people. Some, like my ‘Vagabond’ friend Rolls, are dedicated peace activists.  Most are here because of moveon.org and some are first time demonstrators. The signs and slogans I collected that night read: Peace Non-Violence. They are selling war, we are not buying. 

Refuse powerlessness, act now for peace.

I love my country, not my corporate government.

Oil and freedom don’t mix.
 

Cars go by honking in support to get the troops home. Some cars shout profanity at us and Rolls answer is: “Peace takes more guts:  war helps the rich, peace helps every body.”

 

And it is everybody who is here, a family with a barely walking girl, high school kids, a grandmother and her grandchildren, old veterans. The mix of ages and walks of life warms my heart: here stands a cross-section of America. Like John Wayne we’re riding for our brand. The oilrustlers should not rule the land. It is hopeful, some participants are active mainly by e-mail, to get the truth out to their friends and families, 

For some, these views have not been very popular and didn’t win them many brownie points at family reunions. “So I had to show up when 1 person took the initiative to organize this rally!” Another young man:” Everything is going on for the wrong reasons. They got Saddam Hussein, not Osama Bin Laden, how come they didn’t find him. They can find a needle in a haystack, does he really exist?”

 

Jo, a first time demonstrator says: “I am here because I believe this war is pointless. I don’t like any wars. I feel Bush instigated this war. The Iraqi people are innocent. There is no reason for us to fight them. The motivation for this war is the power of oil and my thoughts are with Cindy. I hope she gets an audience with Bush. It feels good to do something, to make a difference.”

 

Terry:  “I am here because I represent women, because we create life. It is so hard to create and these men destroy life. I am here for the woman who wants to know why her son is dead. The corporations use our men and children for their gain. That my children would die in the name of greed and oil is unacceptable. I marched to Washington and against Vietnam while in high school. My brother was drafted. I protested the average lifespan of a young soldier, then it was “weeks.” Wars become more impersonal, almost 90 % of the victims are women and children. So war upsets me from way back.  Then when the men came back, they were so lost. I don’t see these congressmen’s sons and daughters putting their lives on the line. So the poor man fights for the rich. That is not right. I want to see our men and women home. No one should die for oil.”

 

In a larger group, people talk about the slaughtering of their boys and girls, the false and phony reasons for this war. The older ladies talk with the high school kids warning them that in a few years they will be going out, maybe coming back, dead, messed up, in a wheel chair, without any help coming from the government there. People realize that one must protest against something that is wrong, they don’t agree with many things the President does, they are sure the optimistic statistics are wrong. They are afraid that people will be drafted and will have to go against their will. Yes -people need to see the big picture: there are no weapons of mass destruction. The only ones there are the Americans WMD’s. This is just about oil. There was no resolution of the UN and no international support. The diplomatic means were not exhausted. We got Saddam Hussein, but don’t believe we are fighting for freedom and democracy. This is about OIL.

 

People express fears and frustration: “I am a pissed off young mother. We must have outward action! It is crazy what we have come too: the Patriot act instead of our freedom? In the election campaign were all these religious issues like gay marriage and pro life. Those are not the issues. We must stop being afraid: ‘things’ will happen.” 

“<b>Those who trade liberty for security will have neither</b>.” Benjamin Franklin

 

Non-violence, Hiroshima and Nagasaki are discussed. Yes - we must see the big picture: only in peace can justice be found and the balance within our self and with the earth. Non-violent protest is good, it is respectful and empowering and strong. We all agree to make this a weekly event. So remember: Wednesday’s 7.30 pm every week a vigil or peace walk in Kingman Arizona at the Locomotive Park at Route 66. Let the world know we want: No more war, bring the troops home. Peace now!
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