Are you running against the devil or soaring with the saints?  Who cares about appearance as a topic for the public sphere?  I appreciate the arguments of the first Devil’s Advocate speakers in support of the idea that appearance should not matter, but we all know it does.  If you have a booger hanging out of your nose, or look like you just rolled out of bed, you are not going to make as much of an impression as you will if you’re wearing a styling suit like “Memorization Ain’t Gonna Happen” did for her speech on belief.  Her attire was a visual demonstration that she believes in herself, that she’s not afraid of using her own power, of putting herself on display.

A public speech is a performance.  It’s a show.  It involves the expenditure of energy.  A public speech is also about deliberation.  What is deliberation?  It means we talk together about issues we want to resolve: we deliberate.  The public sphere is not only a space for us to try to fill by continually adding new topics – it’s a zone of debate where we listen and respond to each other’s ideas and recommendations.  In the public sphere we can demonstrate our support for Sri’s advocacy of organ donations, or help “Jane” think through how to address frustration with institutional systems for intervening in child abuse.  

I used appearance as a starting point because it does matter.  Because we do form impressions and make judgments, some stereotypical, some not.  My argument is that we need to be aware of when appearance gets in our way, a point made by an accomplished speaker when he suggested the problem with appearance is in the listener, not the speaker.  Listening also takes practice, it requires effort and energy. You have to care.  You have to join with the speaker in trying to understand.  You have to engage.  

Do you recognize my modeling?   I haven’t been sure my message is getting through.   One of you wrote on the anonymous survey that you thought I didn’t want all the authority, which is perceptive.  I am, however, fine with the authority I have, what I don’t want is for you to deny your own authority and follow me like a lemming.  You know about the lemmings, don’t you?  They thought they were soaring with the saints, following the pied piper’s music, and they ended up drowning with the devil.  

Where are you going?  Who are you following?  Soon, you’ll be out in the world trying to make your mark.  As a class, we’ve got the momentum to roll our way to a fiesta.  But … the devil was invited to show up officially and didn’t.  Have you no responses to each other or me, no disagreements or differences of opinion?  Has the devil shown up undercover?

Why is it that personal experiences of racism are suitable topics for the public sphere but personal experiences of heterosexism are not?  Why do you chafe and moan about perceived restrictions on public speech and then conform to them?  Why are you still treating my words as if they are sacred?  Perhaps you haven’t noticed, but I’m not a saint!

Here’s the deal.  We spent a month discussing the criteria for  effective public speaking.  You know what they are – we watched many excellent speeches together in class.  You’ve already received feedback about areas you need to improve.  You’ve already got many tools, and I’m giving you more.  Here’s where I am laidback: now it’s up to you.

Perhaps I am the devil.  Are you going to flee or turn to face me – and us?  When I encourage you to deviate from the script, is it possible that the very script I want you to challenge is my own?  Public speaking is hard.  It can also be fun, rewarding, make a difference in your own life & career, and in the lives of others.  

It’s time to decide!  You can keep coasting or start toasting.

